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‘The ASTA FPIIMS, INC. production of HAMLET is taken from the

source which furnished Bhakespeare the inspiration for his fme 5
mortal tragedy, ,

Some years ago Professor Vining in his researches
found an old Hamlet-S8aga, or historical chronicle, which pre-
sents the Danish Prince in a new and interesting light, often

similar to Shakespeare's version, and often quito' different,
Hamlet, as realistically portrayed by Asta nc:l.uu.
makes a rare appeal to the human heart, Her rendsring of the
ill-fated Prince makes every moment a tragic one and ;tm a8 vi
vivid impression of the pain and suffering of a noble lonlo
Asta Nielsen is supported by a galaxy of artists who form an « 1
ensemble which, in point of excellence, no other motion picture
has hitherto remhld.'.
In thie production the art of Motion Pictures has
tk en a great step rm‘. Thousands of performers were en-
gaged for months on this great production and no expense was
spared in the making of it'.
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King of loruu", is nu-a 'by E-nlct King of n-n:, m il u- J
self wounded in ¥he same bastls. 3 : '

. During the battle Queen Gertrude of m gives
birth to a daughter in ¢Ie Royal Palace at mhm &m'

er arrives with an incorrect report of the death of King mu. ..
The Queesn, seeing the crown and throne lost if there il no -1_.
issue, is greatly perturbed. Her nurse proposes $o the Queen
that her subjects be deceived and that they b--i&id‘imt* T TR |
has been born, This is done, King Hamlet returns from iﬁﬂ.o |
none the worse from his wounds, learns of the Queen's deception
and daresno disclose it to his ltl'bj.ﬂtl‘. : '

In boy's attire thn rom nhﬂd grows up and bears N
the name of his f.tho:;-l'rineo Hnlllt. ma s sent to the
famous lchool for noble youths at ﬂttmorc. Here among his
happy student companions, he meets young Horatio, also his
countryman Laertes, the son of Polonius, Chamberlain at King
Hamlet's court, He later meets Prince r_orunbm of Norway
who is the son of the king who fell in the battle against the
nw lod by Met's t‘athar. But the idn.:l. lm are young, and

~ have no dslirc to keep ali'u the aulty of their f-.thm, and

a nm bond of friendship is uu pealed between them. Hamlet
d-nlop- a deep regard for aoauo, ‘the dmh of which is never
suspected by his young friemds.

In the royal nm.mu a Illilﬁro foul and terrible
' 's brother and uncle
 int=igue with the
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Queen, . He murders the royal brother whils the latter is as-

leep, by means of a poisonous snake and seizes the throme.
Prince Hamlet at Wittenberg receives the news of his t.‘tﬁ.tr'.
death and hastens back to penmark accompanied by the faithful
Horatio. In the King's household Hamlet finds neither sorrow

nér mourning. On the contrary, they are celebrating -h&a---ém
wedding with Claudius, the new king, Hamlet finds himself alone

in hie grief, A terrible suspicion takes hold of hln.' Hamlet

questions the old gardener who found the body of his father, and

upon investigation near the dungeon where the snakes were kept,

he finds a dagger which Cl‘udiul!‘_m dropped there, Hamlet tsc

decides to watech his uncle closely for further proof and cons
ceives the idea of feigning madness to better follow up his
clues. Only to his beloved friend Horatic has Hamlet ocafided
his terrible suspicion and the dangerous game u'_u playing.

Ophelia, daughter of Polonius, is sent by her father
to distract Hamlet and finds herself in danger of losing her
heart to the royal youth. Hamlet, however, remains cold and
true to his purpose of ﬁr_u:ginc his father,

A new pang wrings the heart of Hamlet when he sees
his loving comrade Horatio, M he has long loved ﬁjh_!hﬁ
feeling, falling a victim to the charms of Oyhn'lh..

A wandering theatrical troupe passes the palace and
Hamlet conceives the idea of a performance to be given before
Claudius in which is portrayed the murder of a king in the
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manner he suspects his father was murdered. At the presentation

‘of this play Claidius betrays his guilt. Broken in soul,Hamlet

a listener in the adjoining room. Suspecting it is Claudius,
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Hamlet thrusts his sword through the curtains, and kills

—=—— ~Poloniue; Ophelia's father, e -~
Claudius realises that the blow was intended for him

and décides to get rid of Hullctl. He oom;il him, with two
court attendants whom he has made aware of his purpose, to
deliver a message to King Fortinbras of Norway, Hamlst obeys
in lilmoo but at the first halting place in Norway he obtains
possession of the i:arohncnt entrusted to his two companions, -
breaks the seal and reads the order for his own doom, which
Claudiue commands Fortinbras, as his 'I’!l_lll , Yo execute,
Hamlet's quill quickly makes a slight change in the document,

substituting the names of his attendants for his own., The ' ]
joume_y is resumed and Hamlet delivers the order to King _.'
Fortinbras, his friend of Wittenberg days, The two conaspirators
are dragged away to the gallows where they expilate their owmn and
their master's crime, Hamlet acquaints Fortinbras with what has
'o_aourm at Elsinore, d;holin's mind gives way at the thought ;
of her father dead by Hamlet's hand and she wanders to her death o
in a neasby brook'. ‘
Taertes learns upon his return from Wittenberg of hil
father's death and his sister's unl'nppy nto. Lt the hu.d of l.n

angry mob, already inflamed against the cruelty of the umsng

king, Laertes, sword in hand, seeks vengeance for his father's i
death, Claudius tells him that Hamlet is the slayer of his
father,

meuMammmhm-
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This document is from the Library of Congress
“Motion Picture Copyright Descriptions Collection,
1912-1977”

Collections Summary:

The Motion Picture Copyright Descriptions Collection, Class L and Class M, consists of forms, abstracts,

plot summaries, dialogue and continuity scripts, press kits, publicity and other material, submitted for the

purpose of enabling descriptive cataloging for motion picture photoplays registered with the United States
Copyright Office under Class L and Class M from 1912-1977.

Class L Finding Aid:
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mbrsmi/eadmbrsmi.mi1020004

Class M Finding Aid:
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mbrsmi/eadmbrsmi.mi021002

AUDIOVISUAL CONSERVATION
at The LIBRARY of CONGRESS

National Audio-Visual Conservation Center
The Library of Congress



